
10 Reasons to 

Support the Arts in 2021

ArtsU Webinar

March 24, 2021

Randy Cohen

Americans for the Arts

@ArtsInfoGuy





Americans Value The Arts



Mayors Rank Arts as Vital to 

Economic Development



Arts Contribution to Economy (2017)

$878 Billion . . . 4.5 Percent of GDP

Your State Data: www.NASAA-Arts.org

• Accelerates economic 

recovery

• Diversifies economy

• Stimulates statewide 

job growth

• Not anchored down 

by slower-growth 

sectors



#AEP5@ArtsInfoGuy



$166.3 Billion in Spending (2015)
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Attendees Spent 

$31.47 Per Person, Per Event

@ArtsInfoGuy



69 percent of non-local attendees said, “This arts event is the primary purpose for my trip.”

Event-Related Spending

Local vs. Non-Local
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Jobs Supported (FTE)

4.6 Million
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Government Revenue
(Federal, State, Local)

$27.5 Billion

@ArtsInfoGuy



@ArtsInfoGuy

The AEP5 Calculator

www.AmericansForTheArts.org/EconomicImpact





Our Jobs Require Creativity
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Thomas Südhof
2013 Nobel Prize for medicine:

“I owe it all to my bassoon teacher”

Drive for excellence…visual thinking…pattern 
recognition…problem solving…perseverance



The Arts Make Us Feel Creative!



Improved Academic Performance

http://www.thea-blast.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/band.jpg
http://www.artsandlearning.org/about-us/schools/


Americans Believe the Arts are Part of a 

Well-Rounded Education for K-12 Students
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Arts in Healthcare Benefits

• Reduced length of hospital stay

• Fewer medical visits

• Reduced use of pain and anxiety med’s

• Improved recovery time

• Reduced depression

• Strengthens mental health



The Arts Unify Communities



1. What is the message?

2. Who gets the message?

3. Who delivers the message?

Golden Rule: No story without a number, and no 

number without a story!

Claiming Your Impact



Thank You!

www.AmericansForTheArts.org

rcohen@artsusa.org
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http://www.americansforthearts.org/

