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Timing

Intro and getting settled: 5 minutes

About Monument Lab: 10 minutes

Data, Maps, and Monuments: 10 minutes

Demo: Re-imagining the map of St Louis: 15 minutes

What’s Next: 5 minutes

Q&A: 15 minutes



Monument
Lab

www.monumentlab.com
info@monumentlab.com
@Monument_Lab

@ v K

. Apple Podcasts

Karyn Olivier, The Battle is Joined,
Philadelphia, Monument Lab, 2017



http://www.monumentlab.com
http://www.monumentlab.com
http://www.monumentlab.com
http://www.monumentlab.com
http://www.monumentlab.com
mailto:info@monumentlab.com

Investigating Representation in Public Spaces: Monument Lab's Field Trip Project

November 19, 2020 at 3:00 PM EST
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On data...




“Data collection has long been
employed as a technique of
consolidating knowledge about the
people whose data are collected,
and therefore consolidating power
over their lives”

Catherine D’lgnazio and Lauren F. Klein. Data Feminism



“Identifying information as data, rather
than as either of those other two terms
[evidence and fact],served a rhetorical
purpose. It converted otherwise
debatable information into the solid
basis for subsequent claims.”

Catherine D’lgnazio and Lauren F. Klein. Data Feminism



“But what information needs to
become data before it can be
trusted? Or, more precisely, whose
iInformation needs to become data
before 1t can be considered fact and
acted upon”

Catherine D’lgnazio and Lauren F. Klein. Data Feminism



On imagination...



“.. imagination is a terrain of struggle. Whose
imagination reigns? One way to understand the
Inequalities and injustices we see is that many
people are forced to live inside someone else’s
imagination. ... And part of democratizing and
resisting the imposition of that imagination is
also cultivating our own counter-imaginaries, a
more liberatory imagination.”

Dr. Ruha Benjamin (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tfOnEQTLw04)



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tf0nEQTLw04

“And so imagination is not ... an
afterthought, it’s not a luxury, it’s not
something just for the privileged. It is a
terrain of action, and we have to begin to
actually struggle and work towards
materializing a world in which we can
all thrive.”

Dr. Ruha Benjamin (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tfOnEQTLw04)



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tf0nEQTLw04




Mapping St. Louis



N Monument HOW WOULD YOU MAP THE
—Lab MONUMENTS OF ST. LOUIS?

NAME YOUR MAP:

DRAW A MAP OF ST. LOUIS:
MARK MONUMENTS AND SIGNIFICANT SITES (CURRENT, POTENTIAL. HISTORICAL, AND/OR ERASED)
MAP FROM ANY PERSPECTIVE AND AT ANY SCALE (COUNTY, CITY, NEIGHBORHOOD, AND/OR STREET)

DESCRIBE YOUR MAP:
WHAT DID YOU CHOOSE TO MARK AND WHY?

HOW DO YOU IDENTIFY? (OPTIONAL):

AGE: m YOUR NAME, &, AND/OR HASHTAG:

‘monumentlab.com
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g Airtable

= Filter It Sort

48

HOW DO YOU IDENTIFY?

YOUR NAME, @ AND/OR HASHTAG

nd All Maps Gallery

HOW DO YOU IDENTIFY?

YOUR NAME, @ AND/OR HASHTAG

DESCRIBE YOUR MAP

Cahokia Mounds-pre Euro (Afro)
heritage

DESCRIBE YOUR MAP

Places that we visit or have stuck in our
memories.

23

HOW DO YOU IDENTIFY?

Woman

YOUR NAME, @ AND/OR HASHTAG

Lou Vinarcsik

Q-

DESCRIBE YOUR MAP

Sign up

35
HOW DO YOU IDENTIFY?
Trans Queer

YOUR NAME, @ AND/OR HASHTAG

Cypress Butane Author-Cypress-Butan...

TGFM11

NAME

Breweries of St. Louis

DESCRIBE YOUR MAP



https://airtable.com/shrteFPWEu8jMRwLq/tblJasdM2W30EnZvU
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Data represented the places mapped

e librlaurie simplify column names 910202f on Apr28 &) 5 commits during the summer of 2019 as part of
a partnership between Monument Lab
[ Inventories-sites-listed.csv adding data 3 months ago and the Pulitzer Foundation.
[ README.md Added website language to readme 3 months ago & monumentlab.com/projects/public-i...
[® events-where-maps-were-gathered... simplify column names 3 months ago [0 Readme
[M research-forms.csv simpler column names 3 months ago
Releases
README.md 4

No releases published
Create a new release

public-iconographies

Packages
Data represented the places mapped during the summer of 2019 as part of a partnership between Monument Lab

. . No packages published
and the Pulitzer Foundation. g gk

Publish your first package



Analyzing the data

And making the map



42 places Seatured on
(ordered by o«
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10

ypes of places mapped

141

sipoodes where mapmakers Live

285

mapmakers snawered “Low do you identify v
(That's 36% of mapmmakers)

How would you map the
Monuments of St. Louis?

W = |
Monument Lab researchers gathered 750 ha "d":mwn maps from St. Loujsg
residents and visitors responding to our R““d“:‘&‘ ;{“mﬂtlom(TMgmp isan
interpretation and reflection on those we collected- Like all maps and monumen s,
this artifact is hﬁﬁe”nnment and incomplete.
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https://srv2.zoomable.ca/viewer.php?i=img5be5be124ad0d986_ML_PublicIconographies_Map_Web
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