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Timing
Intro and getting settled: 5 minutes

About Monument Lab: 10 minutes 

Data, Maps, and Monuments: 10 minutes

Demo: Re-imagining the map of St Louis: 15 minutes

What’s Next: 5 minutes

Q&A: 15 minutes 
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Investigating Representation in Public Spaces: Monument Lab's Field Trip Project

November 19, 2020 at 3:00 PM EST



● Projects

● Bulletin

● Podcast

● Fellows

● Publications

Monument Lab
Citywide Exhibition 2017

Michelle Angela Ortiz
Seguimos Caminando, 2017
City Hall, Philadelphia
Photo: Steve Weinik/Mural Arts 
Philadelphia















On data...



“Data collection has long been 
employed as a technique of 

consolidating knowledge about the 
people whose data are collected, 

and therefore consolidating power 
over their lives”

Catherine D’Ignazio and Lauren F. Klein. Data Feminism



“Identifying information as data, rather 
than as either of those other two terms 
[evidence and fact],served a rhetorical 

purpose. It converted otherwise 
debatable information into the solid 

basis for subsequent claims.”

Catherine D’Ignazio and Lauren F. Klein. Data Feminism



“But what information needs to 
become data before it can be 

trusted? Or, more precisely, whose 
information needs to become data 

before it can be considered fact and 
acted upon”

Catherine D’Ignazio and Lauren F. Klein. Data Feminism



On imagination...



“.. imagination is a terrain of struggle. Whose 
imagination reigns?  One way to understand the 
inequalities and injustices we see is that many 
people are forced to live inside someone else’s 
imagination. ... And part of democratizing and 
resisting the imposition of that imagination is 

also cultivating our own counter-imaginaries, a 
more liberatory imagination.”

Dr. Ruha Benjamin (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tf0nEQTLw04) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tf0nEQTLw04


“And so imagination is not … an 
afterthought, it’s not a luxury, it’s not 

something just for the privileged. It is a 
terrain of action, and we have to begin to 

actually struggle and work towards 
materializing a world in which we can 

all thrive.”

Dr. Ruha Benjamin (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tf0nEQTLw04) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tf0nEQTLw04




Mapping St. Louis











Slides of airtables...

https://airtable.com/shrteFPWEu8jMRwLq/tblJasdM2W30EnZvU




Analyzing the data
And making the map



https://srv2.zoomable.ca/viewer.php?i=img5be5be124ad0d986_ML_PublicIconographies_Map_Web
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